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A. Description of the Site

“And as he transmitted to eternity his family and friends, sodid he not neglect a
memorial for himself, but built a fortress upon a mountain towards Arabia, and named
it from himself, Herodium and he called that hill that was of the shape of a woman's
breast, and was sixty furlongs distant from Jerusalem, by the same name. He also
bestowed much curious art upon it, with great ambition, and built round towers all
about the top of it, and filled up the remaining space with the most costly palaces
round about, insomuch that not only the sight of the inner apartments was splendid,
but great wealth was laid out on the outward walls, and partitions, and roofs also.
Besides this, he brought a mighty quantity of water from a great distance, and at vast
charges, and raised an ascent to it of two hundred steps of the whitest marble, for the
hill was itself moderately high, and entirely factitious. He also built other palaces about
the roots of the hill, sufficient to receive the furniture that was put into them, with his
friends also, insomuch that, on account of its containing all necessaries, the fortress
might seem to be a city, but, by the bounds it had, a palace only.” (Wars 1 21 10)

B. Herod’s funeral

“.and Archelaus omitted nothing of magnificence therein, but brought

out all the royal ornaments to augment the pomp of the deceased. There was a bier
(=bed) all of gold, embroidered with precious stones, and a purple bed of various
contexture, with the dead body upon it, covered with purple; and a diadem was put
upon his head, and a crown of gold above it, and a secptre in his right hand; and near
to the bier were Herod's sons, and a multitude of his kindred; next to which came his
guards, and the regiment of Thracians, the Germans. also and Gauls, all accounted as
if they were going to war; but the rest of the army went foremost, armed, and following
their captains and officers in a regular manner; after whom five hundred of his
domestic servants and freed-men followed, with sweet spices in their hands: and the
body was carried two hundred furlongs, to Herodium, where he had given order to be
buried. And this shall suffice for the conclusion of the life of Herod.” (Wars 1 33 8)

C. Herodium During the Jewish Rebellion
“so that as now all the places were taken, excepting Herodlum, and

Masada, and Macherus, which were in the possession of the robbers..”
(Wars 49 9)

“Now Lucilius Bassus was sent as legate into Judea, and there he received
the army from Cerealis Vitellianus, and took that citadel which was in
Herodium, together with the garrison that was in it..” (Wars 7 6 1)



